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Necho had failed in his great plans, large enough
though they were to do credit to his imagination.
His reign was over, and in his room was Hophra
(Apries). Soon after his accession (589) he de-
termined to try to save for Egypt some of the
fragments of Necho's great dreams. There was
no chance whatever that he might get possession
of any of the closer linked portions of the old
Assyrian empire. These were all irrevocably pos-
sessed by others. The new Chaldean power now
regnant in Babylon had shown its power too
strongly in conquest to be weak in defense. But
there were Syria and Palestine; they had been
Egypt's during many a long day; why should
they not be restored ? It was worth the attempt,
and the method of its undertaking might easily
be copied from Necho. Hophra simply roused
these states to a concerted rebellion against Nebu-
chadrezzar, and this was very probably accom-
plished by secret agents. It has been seen in
former pages that these Syrophoenician states had
blunderingly missed many a good opportunity for
opposing the progress of Assyrian conquest in
earlier days; and it has been equally clear that
they were no less unfortunate in choosing for their
uprisings many a moment most unsuitable. In
this latter they now again erred. What moment
less auspicious for a rebellion could they have
chosen than this, in which Egypt again spurred
them on ? Nebuchadrezzar had already been in
Palestine. He and his armies knew the way